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We assessed our students using the Kindergarten Narrative Writing Rubric. We determined that 
students needed additional support in the areas of organization, sequencing and remaining on topic. 
We developed several lessons to help our students develop independence in these important skills. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 
By April, we want 95% of students at 2 or above on “Organization B-M-E,” we want 90% of students at a 2 or above for 
“Remaining on Topic,” we want 95% of students at 2 or above for “Sequencing Events.” (Please see Kindergarten 
Narrative Writing Rubric) 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
 

1. We began by deepening our understanding of organizational writing by reading/reviewing Explorations in Non-
Fiction Writing.  

2. After reviewing the lessons listed in the book, we created four key lessons to help our students improve their 
organization in writing. A summary of the lessons is listed below: 
 
Lesson 1: Topic- We taught children to choose a topic for their narrative writing. We modeled this process by 
starting with a whole class experience (for example, our PTA program “Talking Cello.”) We taught children to 
differentiate between big ideas, which we called “Big Watermelon Ideas” and small moment stories, which we 
called “Tiny Seeds” ideas. For example, a trip to Florida was a BIG watermelon idea. However, one really 
amazing ride at Disney World is a tiny seed that can be further developed into a story. We then had children 
work at home and at school to come up with some tiny seed ideas to help them focus on one topic and stay on 
that topic throughout their narrative story.  
 
Lesson 2: Sequence- We taught children to put story events in order. We read the story Caps for Sale by Esphyr 
Slobodkina. We provided students with three pictures (photocopied directly from the story) and they were 
asked to put the pictures in order by beginning, middle and end. This lesson was repeated with additional text 
as necessary. Finally, students practiced using this skill with shared classroom experiences such as PTA 
programs or lessons/activities completed in each class.  
 
 
Lesson 3: Beginning, Middle and End (#1)- We practiced oral story retelling using favorite books in the 



classroom. For example, The Biggest Best Snowman by Margery Cuyler. After a re-read of the text, students 
were separated into partners and received a green, yellow and red square. They put all three squares on the 
floor or table in front of them. Then, we started to tell the story. As they told the beginning of the story, they 
held the green square. As they told the middle of the story, they held the yellow square. As they told the end of 
the story, they held the red square. This lesson was repeated using more than one text, and then was used to 
retell shared experiences. Finally, students used this method to orally tell their narrative story before moving to 
the story chart.    
 
Lesson 4: Beginning, Middle, End (#2)- We taught the children to retell a familiar story using a story chart (in 
pictures and words). We re-read the story Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Williems. After retelling 
the story orally (see above), we gave the students a beginning, middle and end story chart. The story chart 
matched the above green, yellow and red color system because the word beginning was circled with green, the 
word middle with yellow and the word end with red. Students recorded using either pictures or words the 
beginning, middle and end of the story. After using this story chart with a couple of familiar stories, students 
used this story chart to plan for their own narrative story.  
 
 

3. We taught these lessons across the grade level.  
4. After we completed our narrative writing, we revisited our student work to assess students again with the 

Kindergarten Narrative Writing rubric.  

 
Findings  

We pre-assessed our students in November, when we are just beginning to add labels and short sentences to our 
journal writing. The following percentages of students scored a 2 or above on the Kindergarten Narrative Writing 
Rubric: 
Beginning-Middle-End: 10% 
Staying on Topic: 26% 
Sequence Events: 16% 
 
 
After reassessing students in April, we had the following percentages of students score 2 or above on the Kindergarten 
Narrative Writing rubric: 
Beginning-Middle-End: 85% 
Staying on Topic: 94% 
Sequencing Events: 86% 
 
While we did not quite meet our high expectations for students, we did show a lot of progress from our November 
assessments. See the chart below for more information.  
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Recommendations / Next Steps  

Next year, we would like to focus on small group lessons and other support we could provide for students who were 
not able to score a 2 or above in each section. We would also like to think more about how student improvement in 
Narrative Writing organization carries over into other genres of writing such as shared research and letter writing.  

 


